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oge A-15
on page A2 " Rowland Evans and Robert Z‘mwis

T‘umer s Lasi Si;aﬂd?

- On the eve of a historic Senate de- |
bate, President Carter’s SALT 11 treaty
nas been jolted from an unexpected
source: propo~ed testimony by CIA Di-_|
. rector Stansfield Turner making clear | ,
that Russm can indeed cheat on the
ireaty. - b i
That was not at all what tne pre51-
dent had in mind when he ordered
. Adm. ‘Turner to- prepare .testimony’
- bringing - the- Central-. Intelligence-
Anency into line on the new strategic-
arms. limitation - freaty. - He . wanted
* Turner to back Carter’s own statement.
> that the treaty “will be venflable Irom
: the first dayitis signed.”” .~
' Turner’s. . voluminous: bnef o s’zﬁl
. secret, bas stunned.the White House by .
. sharply disagreeing with the president::
- Examining various “cheating -scenar-
.' ics” that the Kremlin. is lxkely t0-ats)
- tempt, Turner points out one way after
- another Moscow “could violate provi-
" sions' of the treaty: “The way Turaer
makes his case,” one of the few oificials
- who:have-seen.his brief toid us, “it
* looks like the tr&ty can 't really be en
forced atap.”
That sugaests a Washmgton back-
- stage drama rich in its ironies and nu
"ances. No CIA director:has been more
i ‘eriticized outside the agency or-more
unpopular in it than Stan Turner: His’
. old dreams of becoming chief of navat
operatxons or even chairman- of -the
" "Joint Chiefs of Staff are shattered. He
has kept his job because of loyal sup-
" port from Jimmy Carter, his old class-
mateat ANNAPOLS. . v yiulo o
It was naturally taken as a matter of
* course in this.town that Turner would’
- play. Carter’s SALT tune withount a]
»" single errant note: 1f instead he' pursua
hxs present course, in the face of possi-
ble pressure from the president, it will
% be:a remarkable valedictory for a ca-
- reer officer. whose caxeer has r&ched
dead end. - - 3
.~ 'The first sign of Turner’s mclmanon
.came ‘when his secret. April 10 testi-
mony to the Senate Intelligence Com~
* ‘mittee was leaked a week Iater..Presi-’
* dential -aides- were mortified by Tur-
" ner's-statément .that foll' recovery of
U.S.-ability to_monitor. Soviet missile
. telemetry could take up-to four years:
..after the loss of the Iranian stations. :+.:»f
.- Thereaction by Carter aides was apo--
- plexy, not because they viewed Turner |
as a rebel in their midst but because
they considered him too dumb to know
" any better. Secretary ‘of Defense Har-
. old Brown hurriedly issued-a. puhlic

=" Some -of " these’. vmlatxon attempts

_ tion’s SALT»seUers, but it conforms to

“be verified “adequately’” in about a!

. year. Carter aides peddied it hard toi .

the television networks 0. wipe out the ;
_aftertaste of the Turner leak.” .~ = = |
The president then ordered Tumer}
to prepare his brief for the Senate, as-|
.suming he would make amends for hi3
leaked April 10 indiscretion. What he
has prepared will, if ever actually read
by senators, be a grievous blow to Car-
ter’s hopes ¢ of ramym,, an unamended
SALTIL A
The brief,is an ‘elaborate series o!.
charts and graphs matching each provi-
sion of the treaty with the following:
the “monitoring task” of the CIA; the
»“momtormv system™’’avaiiable;- the
“conﬁdence" the United States could
place in forcing Soviet comnhance B

A-could he -quxck.y ‘discovered and

stopped, some might be discovered; still |-

. ‘dthers.could prove irresistible to-the
;- Soviets, even. though- they. would:run
- the risk eof discovery, on.grounds that
the gain. from cheating wauld ontweigh
the loss of being fourd out..In shor!,
Tumers brief is dramatically at vari.
- ance with Carter’s verification pledge. -
That has stunned the administra

=" the~way Turner regards himsel: in:

: “what could be his last great sérvice in

pubhc life. He was made unhappy not

__only by theleaking of his April 10 testi-

- mony but by Brown’s rebuttal. He feels

* the administration ‘should handle such

hzghly ¢lassified matters in’ pnvate,
ireeof pohtlcal salesmanship.” -

i Turner also has lefta strong mpm

z:sion-that he does not regard his role a3

- a seller of SALT. He sees no part for

mmseii in pushing theSenaze, e:ther

= for-or against the treaty. - -

Will'the. presxdent {or. more hke y ona

. o! the presxdent s. men, considering

-*Carter’s aversion to confrontation) lean

" ~on Turner hard enough to drastxcally

~ amend his brief?If such pressure is-ap<

_ plied, the admiral’s friends. predxct he

may resign. Turner is determined in his

. Tast. stand to be neither a purveyor nor

- a detractor of SALT, and that.is.the

" worst kind of" news “for ‘the Winte
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